
Welcome Back! 

■ Bell Ringer: read 

primary source that 

debates the US entry 

into WWI 

 

 

■ Agenda and Objective: 

Through introduction of 

notes and discussion, 

students will identify causes 

of US involvement in World 

War I 

Paper due 

FRIDAY! 



 

 

Quick Class Discussion:  

What Caused the    

“Great War”? 
 

 

 



Europe before the war 

MILITARISM 

ALLIANCES 

IMPERIALISM 

NATIONALISM  



Germany, Austria-
Hungary, & Italy made 
up the Triple Alliance 

England, France, & 
Russia made up the   

Triple Entente 



 

What caused the war?  



The Assassination 

■ On June 28, 1914, the heir to the Austrian 
throne, the Archduke Francis Ferdinand and his 
wife Sophia, were assassinated in Sarajevo by 
Gavrilo Princip, a member of the Serbian 
nationalist group the Black Hand.Black Hand. 



 

Europe during the war 

The Western Front 

The Eastern Front The Allied Powers 

The Central Powers 



How was WW1 a “world war”? 

 



Assignment Question #1 How 

did Wilson’s policy of neutrality 

fail to Keep US out of War? 



American Neutrality 
■When war was declared in Europe 

in July 1914, Wilson proclaimed 
American neutrality due to:  

–Tradition of non-involvement  

–Progressives & women 
organized against war 

–America as a land of immigrants 
should not take sides in Europe 

■The majority of the U.S. supported 
the Allies but wanted to avoid war 



Threats to American Neutrality (1) 

■U.S. neutrality was threatened 
from the very beginning: 

–England & Germany appealed to 
the U.S. to enter on their side  

–U.S. trade with England & 
France provided a strong bond  

–The most serious threat proved 
to be Germany’s violation of the 
right to “freedom of the seas” 

England appealed to 
cultural ties & propaganda 

of Germans atrocities  

Germany blamed 
the war on 

Russian expansion 
& French revenge   



Freedom of the Seas 

■England began a blockade around 
Germany to cut off war supplies: 

–Wilson protested that the 
blockade infringed on America’s 
right to trade as a neutral nation  

–But the flood of Allied war orders 
helped fuel the U.S. economy 

–Loans & trade drew the U.S. 
closer to the Allies while trade 
with Germany all but ended 

By 1916, the U.S. was a 
“neutral” nation in name only 

The U.S. gave $2.5 billion in loans to the Allies, 
but only $27 million to the Central Powers 

Trade with the Allies caused U.S. trade to jump 
from $2 billion to  $6 billion from 1913 to 1916 



The U-Boat Threat 
■ Germany’s response to the British 

blockade was unrestricted submarine 

warfare in 1915: 

–Americans died during u-boat 

attacks (2)on the Lusitania, Arabic, 

& Sussex from 1915 to 1916 

– In the Sussex Pledge,(3) Germany 

agreed to limit attacks if the U.S. 

helped end England’s blockade 

Despite the Sussex Pledge, Congress passed 
the National Defense Act in 1916 that 

increased the size of the U.S. army & navy 



Germany used u-boats to create a 
naval blockade of England 



Election of 1916 

■In the 1916 election, Wilson 
balanced contrasting stances: 

–He appealed to progressives & 
anti-war voters with the slogan 
“He kept us out of war” 

–But argued for “preparedness” 
by building up the military in 
case the U.S. joins the war 

■Wilson won by affirming 2 goals: 
freedom of the seas & neutrality  



America Joins the Allies 
■ In December 1916, Germany led a 

massive European offensive & 
resumed (4) unrestricted submarine 
warfare to win the war 

■ In 1917, Wilson hoped for a “peace 
without victory” but key events made 
neutrality impossible:  

–German subs sunk 5 U.S. ships 

–The interception of (5) Zimmerman 
Telegram fueled U.S. anger    

German leaders knew this might entice the 
USA to enter the war…but did it anyway 



U.S. Losses to German Submarines, 
1916-1918 



Rationale behind the Zimmerman Note:    
The U.S. & Mexico almost went to war in 

June 1916 over events related to the Mexican 
Revolution (Huerta, Carranza, Pancho Villa) 



Reading Activity…Should the 

U.S.  go to War? 



April 2, 1917, Wilson asked Congress 
for a declaration of war to “make the 

world safe for democracy” 



Question #2: How did the US 

prepare and win support for the 

war effort? 



“Over There”               

American Military 

Participation in WWI 



WWI Alliances & Battlefronts, 1914-1917 When the U.S. entered the war in 1917,  
the Allies were on the brink of defeat 

U-boats 
effectively 

limited 
Allied 

supplies 

The Russian armistice in 1917 
allowed Germany to move its full 

army to the western front 

Mutinies were common in the French army 
& the British lost at Flanders, Belgium 



Mobilization 

■Wilson named John Pershing to 
head the American Expeditionary 
Force (AEF), but despite Wilson’s  
preparedness campaign, the U.S. 
was not prepared for full scale war 

■Many wanted a volunteer army, 
but Wilson pressed Congress to 
pass a Selective Service Act     
(24 million registered & 2.8 million 
were drafted to fight in Europe) 

The army & navy increased in size but military 
leaders had not prepared a plan for war (“To plan 

for war is to violate the terms of neutrality”) 



African-Americans were subject to the draft      
& fought during WWI in segregated units  



American Propaganda: George Creel’s 
Committee on Public Information (CPI) 





The 1st U.S. troops arrived via convoy in      
June 1917 but did not see action until early 1918 



Welcome Back! 

■ Bell Ringer: In pairs, 

complete the scenarios 

in regards to civil 

liberties in WWI 

 

■ FRIDAY: ESSAY! And 

AP registration due. 

■ Agenda and Discussion: 

Through note review 

and discussion students 

will identify 

constitutional issues 

regarding free speech in 

war time 



War in the Trenches 

■The arrival of fresh American 

soldiers & war supplies raised 

Allied morale at a crucial time: 

–By October 1918, the German 

gov’t knew the war was over 

–Turkey, Austria-Hungary, & 

Bulgaria were all out of the war 

–Nov 11, 1918 Germany signed 

an armistice with the Allies 



Conclusions 
■The “Great War” was a total war 

but the U.S. effort paled in 
comparison to other Allied forces: 

–The U.S. reluctantly entered 
WWI after 3 years of neutrality 
& played a supportive (not a 
central) military role in the war 

–But, WWI had a huge impact on 
the American economic, 
political, & cultural homefront 

9 million soldiers &    
5 million civilians died 

Artillery, poison gas, grenades, 
machine guns led to trench 
warfare & war of attrition 

American soldiers 
were only engaged in 
battle for 8 months 

U.S. had only 320,000 
casualties (6.8%) 

The Allies had 52% 
casualties; the Central 

Powers had 57%  



-World War brought disease to a new 
level 

-large groups of people were exposed 
to:  

 unsanitary conditions 

 close working and living quarters 

 poor living conditions at war 

-Influenza (flu) outbreak of 1918 
spread all over the world 

 -1/4 of the U.S. fell victim and ½ 
million died 

 -as many as 40 million dead 
worldwide 

 -affected US economy—businesses 
temporarily closed & cities ran out of 
caskets 

Epidemic Breaks Out 



Wartime Attacks on Civil 

Liberties 

Who and what represents “ a 

clear and present danger” 

 

 



Examples of Anti-Germanism 

 ■ German Americans had a complex response to the attacks on their loyalty that emerged when the United 

States went to war against Germany in 1917. During and after the war, many German Americans began 

to conceal their ethnic identity—some changed their names; others stopped speaking German; still 

others quit German-American organizations 

 

■ German-American schools and newspapers by the thousands were forced to permanently close.  In cities 

and towns across the nation, libraries burned their German-language books in public burnings.  

■ The officials of German-named towns that had been founded by German-Americans were intimidated by 

county, state, and federal government officials into anglicizing their names, and into destroying all traces of 

their German heritage. 

 

■  In cities across the United States, German-sounding street names were banned. Many families with a 

German-sounding last name changed their surname. The vast majority of German-Americans, however, 

were loyal to their adopted country and thousands of them served in the United States military. 

■ Newspapers in New York and other places published lists of inhabitants names and addresses, labeled as 

Enemy Aliens, thereby inviting neighbors to hostile actions. 

 

■ As the public atmosphere became increasingly hysterical, vigilantes burned "pro-German" books, spied on 

neighbors, and attacked and murdered immigrants and radicals.  Anti-German tension culminated on April 

4, 1918, in the brutal lynching of German immigrant Robert Prager, a coal miner living in Collinsville, 

Illinois, who was accused of making "disloyal remarks". In June 1918 a bill was introduced in the House of 

Representatives by Representative John M. C. Smith with the aim to wipe out German names from the map 

of the United States.  

■ In Hilger, Montana citizens burned history texts that mentioned Germany, -16 states banned the teaching of 

German (1) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German-Americans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German-Americans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German-Americans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lynching
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Prager
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Prager
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collinsville,_Illinois
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collinsville,_Illinois
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_M._C._Smith


The Germans were dehumanized by the Allies, 

portrayed as the evil, conniving “Hun” through 

propaganda campaigns. Such propaganda 

campaigns were designed to instill a patriotic 

fervor in the young men of the Allied countries, 

so they would enlist to fight. 

  



Henry Louis "Lou" Gehrig  

June 19, 1903 – June 2, 1941 

The Gehrigs were eager to be known 

as Americans, but when alone or 

among their German friends, the 

family spoke mostly German. After 

World War I broke out in the 

summer of 1914, there was a rising 

tide of anti-German sentiment in the 

United States. Even former president 

Teddy Roosevelt added to the 

prejudice by declaring those 

"hyphenated Americans" who 

attempted to be "both German and 

American" were "not Americans at 

all, but traitors to America and tools 

and servants of Germany against 

America." 



ACT  DETAILS 

Alien and Sedition Acts 1798 Context: American citizenship requirements raised from 5 –

14 years; jail time or fines for anyone expressing opinions 

damaging to the government; President could deport violators 

Targeted:  Foreigners (immigrants, French and British 

radicals), and members of the Democratic – Republicans 

Results: Federal government prosecuted and jailed 

Republican editors, publishers, and politicians 

 
 

Espionage and  

Sedition Acts  

1917 

  

Context: A person could be fined up to $10,000/20 years in 

prison if they interfered with the draft, obstructed the sale of 

bonds, or saying anything profane, disloyal, or abusive about 

the war effort 
Targeted:  Foreigners (German immigrants/radicals). 

Results: 6,000 arrests for loosely defined anti-war activities 

(1,500 convictions). House of Reps refused to seat a 

Socialists Congressman critical of the war Supreme Court 

hears Schenck v. U.S case in 1917 

 
 

The Alien  

Registration Act   

1940  

  

Context: The act, which made it an offense to advocate or 

belong to a group that advocated the violent overthrow of the 

government. 

  
Targeted:  was the basis of later prosecutions of members of 

the Communist and Socialist Workers parties 

  

Results: It  required all non-citizen adult residents to register 

with the government; within four months, 4,741,971 aliens 

had registered under the Act's provisions. Prosecutions 

continued until a series of United States Supreme Court 

decisions in 1957 threw out numerous convictions under the 

Smith Act as unconstitutional. The statute remains on the 

books, however. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizenship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Supreme_Court
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutionality


Public Opinion 
• Anti-immigrant sentiment:  

• wave of nativism strikes country  

•German citizens targeted 
• Espionage and Sedition Act:  

•Much like Alien and Sedition Acts of 
1798 
•a person could be fined or jailed for 
interfering with war effort or saying 
anything disloyal or profane about 
gov’t or war effort 
•Eugene Debs went to prison for 10 
yrs for violating this act 

• Schenck v. United States;  
•legalizes that certain 1st 
amendment rights can be taken 
away during times of war and 
crisis  (“clear and present danger”) 
•upholds Espionage and Sedition 
Acts 



The Patriot Act 2004 

Providing Appropriate Tools Required  

to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism  



Wilson’s Plan for Peace 



Wilson’s Plan for after 
the War 

-based on idea of Peace without 
Victory  

-United States has moral 
obligation to help the world 
says Wilson 

-would eliminate reasons for 
future wars by creating 

  democracy 

  freedom of the sea 

  reduce armaments 

  international peace-keeping 
 organization 

 

-set certain goals for the world 



Fourteen Points 

-Wilson’s speech that organized his 
idea of the future 

Fourteen Points 

-described solution to prevent 
causes of the war 

  -no secret treaties or alliances 

  -freedom of seas 

  -lower tariffs to foster trade 

  -reduce armaments (military) to 
lessen the possibility of war 

  -self determination—like  
groups should form their own 
nations 

  -League of Nations: 
international organization, forum 
for nations to express grievances 

  

  



Versailles Peace Conference 

Big Four:  U.S., Britain, 
France, Italy 

•Central Powers left out of the 
meetings as was Russia 

•Allied leaders (Britain, France, 
and Italy) wanted to blame and 
punish Germany while Wilson 
(United States) wanted to 
create a world with peace 

•Most of the 14 Points were 
ignored or compromised  

•Wilson did manage to secure 
the League of Nations 



Versailles Peace Treaty 

-nine new nation created and 
several borders moved 

-Germany is demilitarized: can’t 
maintain an army 

-Germany must pay reparations 
(war damages) 

-War guilt clause—German must 
acknowledge war guilt which 
was very humiliating and will 
only anger Germany 

-Weaknesses of Treaty will lead 
to future wars 

  will not provide lasting peace 

  Germany can’t repay 

  Russia is ignored & lost 
territory 

  Colonialism remained 



Opposition to Treaty of Versailles 

-Many thought it was too harsh on Germany 

-economic consequences not really considered 

-others thought it changed nothing just an exchange of 
power and colonies 

-U.S. leaders disliked the League of Nations b/c it 
threatens isolationism (Americans want to return to a 
policy of isolationism after WWI) 

-Henry Cabot Lodge—major opponent of treaty 

 threatens our ability to stay out of foreign affairs, needs 
right to declare war 

-Wilson sets out to appeal to the people to gain support 
for the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations 

 34 speeches in 3 weeks 

 Wilson suffers a stroke and lies paralyzed 

-U.S. Senate never approves the treaty or joins the 
League of Nations 



Wilson’s Legacy 

-Progressive reformer:  

 FTC, Federal Reserve, FDA, 
Women’s Rights, lowered tariffs, 
Clayton Anti-trust Act 

-Prohibition starts:  18th amendment 

-women’s suffrage 19th amendment 

-Credited with victory in the Great 
War 

-Credited with a vision of a world 
organization to prevent war League 
of Nations 

-he predicts future wars due to the 
harsh terms of the Treaty of 
Versailles 

…and Germany’s desire for 
vengeance will lead to another 
Great War--WWII 



Quick Review 
12. What were at least 3 ways the United States prepared for war or helped in the war 

effort back home? 

   

 

13. What court case legalized limiting certain 1st amendment rights during times of 

crisis and war? 

  

 

14. What is the term used to describe the mass movement of African Americans north? 

  

 

15. What was Wilson’s plan for after the war called? 

 



Quick Review 
16. What are at least 5 parts of Wilson’s plan? 

  

  

  

 

17. Who are the BIG FOUR? 

  

  

  

18. What 3 things did the Treaty of Versailles say about Germany? 

  

  

  

19. Did the US ever sign the treaty? 



Quick Review 
20. What are the reasons why people opposed the treaty leading to its failure? 

  

 

21. Who was a leading opponent of the Treaty of Versailles? 

  

 

22. What was the job of the War Industries Board? 

  

 

23. What organization was created to direct the flow of propaganda in America? 

  

 

24. This was the main method used to finance the war. 



Quick Review 
25. What peace keeping organization was created under the Treaty of Versailles? Did 

the US ever join? 

  

 

26. List at least three accomplishments of Wilson. 

  

 

  

27. What was a popular song from WWI in America? 

  

 

28. How did women benefit from WWI? 





Johnnie get your gun, get your gun,  
   get your gun, 
Take it on the run, on the run, on  
   the run, 
Hear them calling you and me, 
Ev'ry son of liberty. 
Hurry right away, no delay, go  
   today, 
Make your daddy glad to have had  
   such a lad, 
Tell your sweetheart not to pine, 
To be proud her boy's in line 

Over there over there 

Send the word, send the word over  

   there 

That the Yanks are coming, the  

   Yanks are coming, 

The drums rum-tumming ev'rywhere 

So prepare say a pray'r 

Send the word, send the word to  

   beware 

We'll be over, we're coming over, 

And we won't come back till it's  

   over, over there! 

 



Over there over there 
Send the word, send the word over  
   there 
That the Yanks are coming, the  
   Yanks are coming, 
The drums rum-tumming ev'rywhere 
So prepare say a pray'r 
Send the word, send the word to  
   beware 
We'll be over, we're coming over, 
And we won't come back till it's  
   over, over there! 

■ Johnnie get your gun, get your gun,  

   get your gun, 

Johnnie show the Hun you're a son  

   of a gun, 

Hoist the flag and let her fly, 

Yankee Doodle do or die. 

Pack your little kit, show your grit,  

   do your bit, 

Yankees to the ranks from the towns  

   and the tanks, 

Make your mother proud of you 

And the old Red, White, and Blue. 

 


